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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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During the last few days of the 
Minneapolis tent campaign it was 
suggested that we have a Monday 


night service for new converts, Ju-. 


ly 26, instead of closing on Sunday, 
July 25.°I then asked the pastors 
to be my guests at the Y. M.C. A. 
for lunch at noon on Monday, and 
there I had a photographer to take 
our pictures. A number of pastors 
at that late date had already oth- 
er engagements for Monday and 
could not be present, so their pic- 
tures are not shown. Rev. J. Thom- 
as Dixon of Foss Methodist Church 


Beer 


had a funeral engagement. Rev. 
C. B. Frank of the First Evangeli- 
cal Church, Rev. C. R.. Channer, 
of The Highland Park Presbyter- 
ian Church, Rev. Russell Olson of 
the Fremont Tabernacle, Rev. M. 
Claude Durnam of the Robbinsdale 
Bible Church, and Rev. John T. 
Bergan of the Homewood Presby- 
terian Church, as I recall, were 
‘out of town for Monday engage- 
ments, at Bible camps, revival 


services, etc. 
The above ministers who cooper- 


oO 


roe 


ated in the campaign, reading from 


left to 
Gottfred Nelson, of Bethlehem 
Methodist Church; Dr. Richard V. 
Clearwaters, Fourth Baptist 
Church; Rev. Carl O. Hognander, 
Broadway Covenant Church; Rev. 
John R. Houser, Trinity Indepen- 
dent Church; Rev. C. J. Cording, 
‘Robbinsdale Baptist Church; and 
Evangelist John R. Rice. 
STANDING, Rev. Lewis Berndt, 
Faith Baptist Church; Rev. Paul 
Friedmann, Park Advent Christian 
Church; Rev. Earl Matteson, As- 


aga  F 


right are: SEATED, Rev. | 


Church; Rev. E. E. Russell, Church 
of the Nazarene; Rev. F. P. Wer- 
nar, retired, of First Evangelical 
Church; and Rev. Stanley Hanson, 
Assistant Pastor, Trinity Indepen- 
dent Church. 

Rev. J. Stratton Shufelt, song 
leader for Moody Memorial 
Church, Chicago, was with us 
through the last Sunday night 
service, but by previous arrange- 
ment had to leave for Maranatha 
Bible Conference and so was not 
present Monday when the picture 
was taken; so we print his picture 


alone elsewhere. 


you have not answered my ques- 
tion, what is He to you?” 


I now saw the point Mr. Lever- 
more was trying to make with me, 
and answered truthfully, “He is 
nothing to me. I have no con- 
tact with. Him, no personal rela- 
tionship, and could get along quite 
well without Him.” This fact and 
truth surprised my own heart. I 
knew it was true, and yet dread- 
ed the fact that it was true. My 
friend at once remarked, It is be- 
cause of this that your life is so 
fruitless even though your efforts 
are so great.~If you will seek to 
personally know the Holy Spirit 
He will transform your life. Read 
John 14:16 and 17, and see wheth- 
er you do really know Him, the 
Spirit, and if you find you do not, 
then come to Him immediately 
in faith and make Him the Lord 
of your life.” 


I was afraid to do as this broth- 
er suggested because for years I. 
had been taught by those who min- 
istered the Word in my circles that 
the believer can have nothing per- 
sonally to do with the Spirit. God 
worked by, and with, His Spirit, 
but we should have no contact 
with Him whatever. I was told 
from the platform that if anyone 
yielded himself to the Spirit that 
one was a heretic to be avoided. 
Because of the years of this train- 
ing three obstacles loomed large 
before me to prevent me from tak- 
ing the Holy Spirit for myself. The 


(Continued on page four) 
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PAGE TWO 


Cooperating Pastors Comment | 


On No. Minneapolis Revival 


Here Are Letters From Pastors Who Took Part in Union Tent Revival 


On North Side of Minneapolis, 


June 27-July 26. Sponsored by 


Sixteen Cooperating Churches. Evangelist John R. Rice Was 
The Preacher; Rev. J. Stratton Shufelt, Songleader, So- 
loist, and Young Peoples’ Director of Moody 
Church, Chicago, Directed the Music and 
Young Peoples’ Work. 

ARRANGED BY THE EDITOR 


< 
To encourage union revival cam- 


paigns everywhere, I suggested to 
Minneapolis pastors in the union 
tent campaign that they write a 
few words of their impressions 
about the campaign. It was clear- 
ly understood that they were not 
to write eulogies of the evangelist, 
nor of dear Brother Shufelt, whose 
work was such a blessed part of 


‘the campaign; but to give impres- 


Sions of the campaign, showing 
that such large, united campaigns 
are not out of date, and can prove 
as successful and happy now as 
they ever were. 


If pastors and churches are in- 
terested in a union revival cam- 
paign in their community, I will 
be glad to suggest the names and 
addresses of three or more strong, 
experienced, sound evangelists, 
who have the power of God upon 
them and who will not give offens¢ 
in financial matters, and can real- 
ly conduct a union revival cam- 
paign with blessing. If one pastor 
is impressed, let him counsel and 
pray with some brother pastor or 
with some Christian business men, 


and see if other pastors and 
churches cannot be enlisted. 
We believe these comments 


about one revival campaign will 

be suggestive and helpful to others. 

Rev. John B. Houser, Pastor Trinity 

Independent Church, Chairman of 

The Northside Ministers’ Associa- 
tion Says: 

“Sixteen churches of the North- 
side of Minneapolis have. just 
closed a four weeks evangelistic 
campaign with Dr. John R. Rice 
as the evangelist. and Mr. Strat- 
ton Shufelt as the song leader. It 
was the first time that a campaign 
like this had been held in his part 
of the city for nearly twenty-five 
years. Thorough preparation in ad- 
vance of the coming of Brother 
Rice was made, and God gracious- 
ly blessed. Everywhere the Spirit 
of the Lord prevailed, resulting in 
a sweet spirit of harmony and co- 
operation. The churches and Chris- 
tians were aroused to their task 
of soul-winning and many were 
‘saved and backsliders reclaimed 
for the Lord. 


“One 18-year-old boy was saved 
one night and a week later came 
before a great throng of people to 
say that he felt God calling him 
to preach the Gospel and he want- 


’ ed to respond to that call. A num- 


ber of pastors gathered aroundhim 
and prayer was made that God 
would fill him with His Spirit and 
use him to win many souls. : 

“These churches of Minneapolis 
would heartily commend Dr. John 
R. Rice to any group of churches 
wanting to unite in a union cam- 
paign. His preaching is free from 
denominational bias, just plain, 
straight-from-the-shoulder preach- 
ing against sin and holding -up 
Christ Jesus as the only Saviour,’’ 


Rev. C. J. Cording, Pastor, First 
Baptist Church of Robbinsdale and 
Secretary of Minneapolis North- 
side Ministers’ Association, Says: 
“Dear Brother Rice: 

“Thank you for your letter and 
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request for a few words about the 
‘Lent Meetings. As I consider God’s 


blessings through these meetings, |. 


held here in July, I am especiaily 
grateful for the harmony and co- 
operation of the pastors and 
churches and for the plain, 
straight-forward Scriptural preach- 


ing of the Word which God gave 


us through you. You will be in- 
terested to know, I am sure, that 
not only were all the expenses of 
the meetings met by the offerings 
but there is on hand a fund to 
begin another series of meetings 
next year, the Lord so willing. 


“Just last night at the Medicine 
Lake Camp I met a young man 
who won a real victory in Christ 
through the Tent Meetings. His 
testimony was that he had an en- 
turely ditferent outlook on life and 
toward his service for the Lord, 


“May the Lord bless abundantly 
as you minister the word to oth- 
ers.” 


Rev. Gottfred Nelson, Pastor Beth- 
lehem Methodist Church, Says: 


“As one working in the inquiry 
room during the Union Revival 
Tent Campaign conducted by Dr. 
John R. Rice im Minneapolis, Minn- 
esota, I rejoiced in seeing the re- 
sults of the power of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, proclaimed by the 
Evangelist, upon hearts of men 
and women of all ages, mostly 
young people. Sin was made sin- 
ful; and the Grace of God was pro- 
claimed in a clear and powerful 
way.” 


Rev. C. B. Frank, Pastor, First Evan- 
gelical Church, Says: 


“The four-week Union Gospel 
Tent Meeting, under the leadership 
of Dr .John R. Rice, evangelist, 


and J. Stratton Shufelt, singer, 
held in North Minneapolis begin- 


ning June 27, 1943, and closing 
on July 26, with sixteen Northside 
Churches cooperating, including 
Baptist, Methodist, Prayer and 
Fremont Tabernacles, Advent 
Christian, Presbyterian, Trinity 
Independent, Robbinsdale Bible 
Church, Nazarene, and Evangeli- 
cal, will be remembered for years 
to come as an occasion of beauti- 
ful, harmonious working together 
on the part of the ministers and 
members of the different churches. 
During the months of prayerful 
planning as the pastors met to- 
gether from time to time, during 
the largely attended union prayer 
meetings held weeks before the 
time of the campaign, where fer- 
vent prayer was made in behalf 
of the campaign, and then during 
the campaign itself, when the 
large tent was frequently filled to 
the overflowing, there was not one 
note of discord throughout it all. 
As a result of the heart-searching, 
Spirit-filed messages and songs, 
many souls were led to accept Je- 
sus Christ as Saviour, while many 
others~were reclaimed. The hearts 
of the pastors have been unified 
as néver before in an earnest ef- 
fort to press the cause of our liv- 
ing Lord in this section of our 
great city. Yes, it CAN be done 
— it WAS done here, and in the 
name of the Lord, and in behalf 
of never dying souls, it SHOULD 
be done more often.” § 


Rev. Lewis B. Berndt, Pastor of 
Faith Baptist Church, Says: 
“A successful revival campaign 
of four weeks’ duration (June 27- 
July 26) under the auspices of 
sixteen evangelical churches was 
brought to a close. Dr. John R. 
Rice, who came to us with a rec- 
ord of distinguished service as an 
evangelist, preached to hundreds 
of people every night. The evange- 


list .rendered our community a 


service the impact of which will bé 
felt a long time in our churches 
as well as in the community. This 
campaign was a venture in a co- 
operative and united effort of all 
the evangelical churches of the 


Northside Ministerial Association 


“Ge-<e 


J. Stratton Shufelt, 
Song director in Minneapolis 
Union Revival. 


of Minneapolis to present a united 
front in winning souls for Christ 
and in the deepening of the spirit- 
ual life of the Christian people. A 
spirit of unity and harmony pre- 
vailed throughout the campaign. 
Theological differences and doctrin- 
al views were brushed aside and 
ministers and churches became one 
in purpose and method. Sacrament- 
al waters and doctrinal positions 
may divide us_but the spirit and 
the sacrificial blood of Christ unit- 
ed ‘us in this-one great revival. We 
do not glory in the teaching in 
which we disagree, but we glory in 
the teaching in which we agree—| 
namely, that Christ is the Saviour 
of men. Many~ souls have been 
saved during this campaign. Many 
have had their .Christian faith 
stimulated to new effort, and 


many, perhaps, weary with life’s| 


load have been refreshed and én- 
couraged. to take up life’s duties 
anew. 


“The warm-hearted work and 
the genial personality of Dr. Rice 
contributed greatly to the success 
of the campaign. We are certain 
we voice the feelings and desires 
of the churches that participated 
and the people of the community 
when we say THANK YOU to Dr. 
Rice. and to J. Stratton Shufelt 
for their appreciated services.” 


Rev. M. Claude Durnam, Pastor 


Robbinsdale Bible Church, Says: 


“The monthly meeting of the 
Twin City Bible Conference met 
in our church this afternoon and 
evening. During the _ testimonies 
several people testified to the bless- 
ings that the recent series of meet- 
ings held during the month of July 
in north Minneapolis at which time 
you were the _ evangelist, 
brought to their lives. 


“Among those who testified to 
the blessings received were several 
pastors, who told of the blessings 
which they had personally received 
and of the good that had come to 
their churches. A pastor from St. 
Paul remarked, that when 
preachers “testify to ‘the bless- 
ings that have come to their 
churches after an evangelistic 
campaign, there must be some- 
thing real to the results. 


“Personally let me say that ev- 
ery meeting was filled with the 
convicting power of the Holy Spir- 
it, The old fashioned Gospel was 
preached with a full and free use 
of much Scripture. The preaching. 
was not comfortable to those who 
wish to live a worldly life, but it 
left a joy in tht hearts of those 
who long to live a godly life. The 
meetings have left a good taste 


in our mouths for more of such}: 


preaching. God bless you. 

‘‘Three women who were saved 
during your stay in Minneapolis 
are attending my church and I 
spoke to them last Sunday. They 
are happy in the Lord.” . 


Rev. Paul E. Friedmann, Pastor, 

Park Advent Christian Church, 

a aes | 

“One of the great blessings from 
our Union Gospel Services with 
Dr. Rice has been the great and 
much needed emphasis upon per 
sonal soul-winning. I am sure t 
ministers as well as layman ‘are 
going forward, more earnestly and 
eagerly to be about our Father’s 
business, the saving of the lost.” ~ 

We will try to make room for 
other testimonies of cooperating 


had 


pastors in a later issue of The 
Sword of The Lord. . pe 
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Above is a picture of the new book, fresh off the press the 
last of June, WHEN SKELETONS COME OUT OF THE CLOS- 
ETS! by Evangelist. John R. Rice. There are 191 extra large 
pages. It is bound in rich Russian Wine colored cloth, not in 
imitation. The eleven sermon titles are shown above on the jack- 
et of the book. From far and near there is a fine demand, es- 
pecially among ministers, for this book of Gospel messages 
which God has used to revive so many Christians:and to save 
so many sinners. 

But we have been thinking of some of the reasons why some 
people might not like the book and here they are. 

1. The jacket is distasteful to some people. It shows the 
skeletons of past sins coming out of the closets of memory, as 
they will at the last judgment of the unsaved dead, as toid in 


the first sermon in the book. Some people think that this: is - 


sensational, that the picture is, “gruesome,” that it is not quiet 
enough and dignified in tone for a book of sermons. They think 
it is likely to excite people. 

2, And neat, the sermons themselves are so plain, so sharp! 
They talk about death and Hell and judgment. They solemniy 
warn people that they cannot get by with sin. One sermon telis 
what is wrong with America, what sins of ours brought on the 
war; of our guilt in regard to Manchuria, Korea, and Kthiopia, 
how we sold out to Japan and Italy. They are.true stories of 
sudden death, God’s wrath visited upon men who did not repent. 
Such plain preaching ottends some peopie. It convicts them, it 
makes them uneasy, and they resent it. Maybe you do not want 
that kind of preaching. ee 

3. Then maybe this book is hardly fair to other publishers. 
The average new book selling for one doliar has only 100 to 125 
pages. This book has lyl pages and-each page is extra large, 


packed with material. lhe boox carries about twice as much copy . 


as new $1 books by other publishers, ‘linen some other pubusners 
use imitation cloth b.inding and we use the ricnest genuine grade- 
A cloth, With the rich wine colored cioth stamped in goid this 
is a remarkably beautiful and durabie book. Other publisners say 
they canaot make enough money printing such expensive books 
to sell for only $1. So perhaps you wul think this is too much 
book for the-price of $1 ana you will not want to. buy it. ( How- 
ever, if you tee] that way you might send two donars for the 
book!) So if you are more concerned about the book pubuishers 
making money than about having the Gospel spread as cheaply 
as possibie, perhaps you wil not want to buy this book. 


We will admit that publishing costs have risen very sharply 


and it is true that they cannot publish ordinary books of ser- 
mons with as large pages as these, With as many pages, and bind 


them in as expensivé cioth as this and make a good itiving out 


of it. They often print from 1,00U to z,500 copies the first print- 
ing; we printed 10,000 copies! Often they never get the entire 
first edition sold aud lose money on a book, while we expect to 
sell these 10,000 copies in less than a year and have to reprint! 


‘So don’t biame other pubushers. By paying no royalty to the 


author, by printing much Jarger. quantities, we save so much 


money we can make the remarkable price of $1 on this big book. | 
But if that policy is a mistake, then perhaps you will not want 


to buy the book at this low price. 

4, Then these sermons are not like most printed sermons. 
For one thing they give many, many Scriptures. Some people 
think the Scriptures are tiresome. We do not. For another thing 
they have an mvitation to accept Christ at the end of most of 
the sermons, a coupon ready for sinners who are convicted of 


_ their ‘sins and convinced they need Christ, to honestly sign 


when they surrender and accept Christ as their Saviour. Some 
people think that is strange and unnecesary. But we know God 
has used this plan to get many people saved. Then these ser- 
mons are much longer than the average sermon, Everyone of 


them was written to bring about a definite result. Most of them, 


when preached, take a solid hour! That is so old fashioned and 
out of date that you may not want that kind of sermons. How- 
ever, we believe, with Charles G. Finney, John Wesley, George 
Whitfield, Dr. George W. Truett, Billy sunday and many other 
old fashioned preachers, that a sermon should use lots of Scrip- 


tures and, really work to bring about immediate decision for - 


Christ and immediate transformation of lives. These are not 
sermonettes. They really mean business. Maybe you do not want 
that kind and would prefer little short sermonettes that are 
not calculated to change things. | x 
SO WE ARE BEING HONEST WITH YOU. MAYBE YOU 
WILL NOT WANT THIS BOOK OF SERMONS! BUT THOU- 


SANDS OF OTHERS WILL WANT IT. THOUSANDS OF 
CHRISTIANS WILL BE STIRRED AND HUNDREDS OF SIN- 


NERS WILL BE CONVICTED AND SAVED WE EARNESTLY 


Price postpaid only 
6 COPIES SENT FOR ONLY $5.00.  QseVU 
_ Order From SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 


TRUST, THROUGH THESE SPIRIT-ANOINTED SERMONS. _ 


Friday, August 20, 1943 
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Woman Lets Hair 
Grow. Sorry She 


Couldn’t Read 


“Bobbed Hair” ’ 42 


1 
' A dear lady in Oakland, Iowa, 
Writes, saying: 

“Dear Sirs, 

“Enclosed please find a $1.00 
bill for which please send me 
two copies’ of ‘Bobbed Hair, 
Bossy Wives and Women 
Preachers.’ — | 

“I wish to tell Evangelist 
Rice that I now will let my © 
hair grow out and am very 
sorry I couldn’t have read this 
book forty-two years ago 
when I was married. My hus- 
band has gone on so I can’t 
change now, but my life would 
have been much different if 
I had realized I was not fol- 
lowing God’s will. I mean to 
get others to read this boo 
before it’s too late, : 

“Yours respectfully, 
s. F—— M 4s 

This book, Bobbed Hair, Bossy 
Wives and Women Preachers, has 
ninety-one pages, six strong chap- 
ters. The chapter titles are: 

1. A Controversy and How to 
Settle It. 

2. Christians to Submit to Au- 
thority of Divinely Appointed 
Leaders in Church, Home, State. 

8. Wives to Submit Themselves 
to, Be Subject to, Obedient to 
Their Husbands, 

4.. Women Preachers 
den in Bible. , 

‘ §. Bobbed Hair, The Sign of a. 
Woman’s Rebellion Against Hus- 
band, Father, and God. 

6. The Horrible Sin of Rebel- 
lion. 

It is beautifully bound in royal 
blue cloth, stamped in gold. Has 
one picture of Mrs. Rice and six 
daughters, one of Mary Lloys 
when sixteen with her braids, one 
of Elizabeth, fifteen, with her hair 
down before the mirror. A re- 
markable value for only 50 cents 
a copy, five copies for $2.00. Help 
spread this good book. 


Address 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 


PUBLISHERS 
145 North Hale St., Wheaton, Il. 


‘The Soul - Winner’s 
Fire’”’ Helps Boy Win 
First Soul, 

An Old Man. 


We share with you the following 

letter: — 

' “Toronto, Canada 
“Dear Brother Rice: 

“T have certainly enjoyed your 
book, ‘The Soul-Winner’s Fire.’ It 
was through reading this book 
and the Book of books that I won 
my first soul. Down where I work! 
at C. P. roundhouse an old man 
came in.to the shop. I, as. usual, 
gave him.a little money as he is 
very poor, and also three little 
tracts. He asked me what they 
were, and here was where I be- 
gan. Before I was through I had 
my. arm around him and he was 
shedding many tears, and I also 
had a sob in my voice. The Scrip- 


ture verse that I shall never for- 
‘get is found in Psalm 126:6 


‘He that goeth forth and 
weepeth, bearing precious 
seed, shall doubtless come 
again with rejoicing, bring- 
ing his sheaves with him.’ 

““T can say only as a boy seven- 
teen years of age that I pray God 
shall use me in the winning of 
many precious souls. 

-“J would also have you and your 
good friends to pray for my fa- 


ther’s soul’s salvation and my}. 


brother’s who is like the wander- 


ing sheep. ~ 


4 


Any 


_ Free. The me dues is $1.00 
a year. Send for free samples and 
also a new VICTORY tract for serv- 


2011 Wellington Ave. Chicago, -Ill. 


Forbid-. 


heart, stirs my Zeal, 


“THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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WHY SEEK THE LOST? 


(Continued from page one) 


her neighbours together, say- 
ing, Rejoice with me; for I 
have found the piece which I 
had lost. 


Likewise, I say unto you, 
there is joy in the presence 
of the angels of God over one 
sinner that repenteth (Lu. 
15:1-10). 

For the Son of man is come 
to seek and to save that 


|which was lost (Lu. 19:10). 


Brethren, my heart’s desire 
and prayer to God for Israel 
is, that they might be saved 
(Rom. 10:1). 


Several years ago I became pas- 
tor of a church that had in their 
hymn book a song that I have nev- 
er seen in another. Some of you 
may know it. I don’t remember the 
stanza but the chorus went lik 
this: 
‘Nobody told me of Jesus 
Nobody told me of Jesus 
So many have I met 
But they seemed to forget 
To tell me the story of Jesus.” 


I can imagine, my friends, that 
there are some people that you 
know who might sing that song. 
You have talked to them about the 
weather, the war, taxes, making 
money, ration hooks, the latest 
movie, Popeye, Dagwood and ev- 
erything else under the sun, but 
not about the only thing that will 
ever matter very much, Jesus 
Christ. All of the everyday things 
in life become as a gust of wind 
when seen in the light of eternity. 
“We spend our life as a tale that 
is told.” But Christians ought to 
be lights set in a harbor to warn 
and to guide. We ought to comb 
this community so closely looking 
for the lost that not a single per- 
son could say, “Nobody told me 
of Jesus.” You might think that 
everybody knows about Jesus, but 
they don’t. Many are depending 
on good works. Many think if they 
feel all right, that they are saved. 
Some are trying to go to Heaven 
by some Church, or priest, or 
preacher. And some are going to 


What the Sword Does 


“T have been enjoying the 
SWORD much this past year. It 
has done me much good. I don’t 
féel I can afford to be without it. 
It arouses me from _ slumber, 
breaks up my hard, deceitful 
inspires my 
faith, drives me to prayer and 
comforts my soul. I feel the im- 
pulse to shout as did Gideon’s 
band: ‘The Sword of the Lord and, 
of Brother Rice.’ I pray God to 
use it mightily in these threaten- 
ing times. May it do a clean job 
at severing sin from both saved 
and unsaved, and put the enemy 
on a hasty and costly retreat.” 
We 


Fayetteville, N.C, 


——_0Q--——- 


“Motion pictures have become 
perhaps greatest among _ the 
advertising agencies of strong 
drink. It has been declared upon 


reliable authority that thus far 


in 1943 there have been more than 
250 drinking scenes in movie 


films.” oan Western Recorder. 


“Thank you again for your good 
book. It has been very helpful to 
me in the winning of this aged 
man. May the Lord in His own 
blessed way bless you, Brother 
Rice.” 

(Signed) J—— C-——. 


Are you a soul-winner? If you 
are, this book will encourage you 
to greater efforts. If not, get a 
copy today and be set on fire to 
do this thing which is closest to 
the heart of Christ — soul-win- 


_}|| ning. This book of 128 pages sells 
| for only 20c a copy, or six copies 


for $1.00. 
Order from 
SWORD OF THE LORD 
145 N. Hale St. | -~- Wheaton, II. 
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hell because no one has over laid 
on their hearts the claims of God’s 
son. 


I have been preaching since I 
was eighteen, for almost fifteen 
years now. And in trying to get 
people to win the lost, to go out 
after them, I have fussed, coaxed, 
blamed, shamed, condemned, 
praised, explained, taught, 
preached, loved and hated. But 
many still are cold. I propose to- 
day to talk to you in a very prac- 
tical way and trust God to con- 
‘ince you of the importance of 
making disciples. Sometimes I get 
the idea that I am God’s lawyer 
to plead his case. I’m not; I am 
merely a witness to declare his 
plan. If you refuse to follow it, 
then God will withhold himself 
from you. If you wish to be his 
witness you will have to open your 
whole heart to him, to humble 
yourself. 


I would not waste much time 
trying to break a man’s bad hab 
its, for then he would be a moral 
sinner instead of an immoral one. 
If a man quits drinking he is 
merely a sober sinner instead of 
a soused sinner. Every truly con- 
verted person knows what the lost 
man needs. He does not need an 
amputation of some bad habit, nor 
an injection of some bit of uplift- 
ing enthusiasm, nor a detoxifica- 
tion which will improve his dispo- 
sition, nor an innoculation of fear 
which will raise his blood pressure 
when he thinks of death. What 
every Christian knows is that 
nothing short of a death will sep- 
arate the sinner from his sins and 
that nothing short of a spiritual 
resurrection will make him a saint. 


We not only know what the lost 
man needs but we know the meth- 
ods by which his saving power 
may -be introduced. There is no 
scarcity of methods. Many are 
sending the Gospel message 
through tracts of various. sorts. 
These may be mailed, handed out 
on the streets and in depots, placed 
in racks, or placed in the hand of 
a friend. There are missions, Bi- 
ble classes, sermons, interviews, 
radio talks, testimonies, invita- 
tions to church.services, and last 
but not by any means the least, 
the influence of godly, sacrificial 
lives. 


But these methods are valueless 
unless we love the lost. Some of 
us are so selfish that we do not 
love anybody but our own selves. 
The slightest hindrance will keep 
us from going after the lost. We 
have all suffered from this self- 
centered attitude. We know that 
indifference finds excuses, but love 
finds ways. Indifference builds up 
barriers, but love opens the face 
and the mind and the heart. 
And when the electric cur- 
rent of love heats the wires 
of our hearts sufficiently red we 
will find the motor activity of our 
bodies will begin to work and we 
“cannot but speak the things we 
have seen and heard.” 


I propose three great reasons 
for. our going after the lost to 
try to make disciples of them. 
These are not the only reasons, 
but they seem important to me. 


|. We Should Seek to Make Dis- 
ciples of Men Because of Their 
Deep Need of Christ-— Need 


Even in This Life. - 


Sometimes I think it is a great 
pity that we cannot see into each 
other’s hearts and minds. Our 
faces are masks ‘and our words 
are camouflages to prevent our 
real selves from being known. But 
down under all our bluff and blus 
ter, our laughter and our love, 
there are sorrow, heartaches, guilt, 
and unhappiness. If we were good 
at diagnosis, we would recognize 
that man without God is wretched 
and rebellious, ‘without hope and 
without God in the world.” 


“Down in the human heart 

Crushed by the tempter, 

Feelings lie buried that grace 
can restore; 

Touched by a loving heart, 

|  Wakened by kindness 

Chords that are broken. will 

~ vibrate once more.” | 
see, according to the Bible, 


Ps You 
pie basis of all of man’s trouble 
a 


bad heart. He needs a change 


For from within, out of the 
heart of men, proceed evil 
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, 
murders, ! 


Thefts, covetousness, wicked- 
ness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil 
eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 

All these evil things come from 
within, and defile the man (Mk. 
7:20-23). 

There are two significant words 
that apply to the lost: unhappy 
and unprofitable. 


Dr. Robert Park, noted sociolo- 
gist of Fiske University, says that 
every man who does not have re- 
ligion is an unhappy man. Repeat- 
edly I have asked lost people if 
they are happy and almost without 
exception they say that they are 
not. One woman said, “I guess I 
am as happy as the average per- 
son,’ and burst into tears. 
tears betrayed her. If we could see 
the lonliness, the suffering, 
worry that living out.of Christ 
causes, we would be more sym- 
pathetic with sinners. A doctor 
is called out of bed all hours of 
the night to rush to some sick 
room and relieve suffering. The pa- 
tient calls for a doctor. But many 
a spiritual suffer will “grin and 
bear it’’ until death comes. Rare- 
ly will they call for help, even 
though their suffering is just as 
real as physical pain. Therefore, 
we must go after them and seek 
until we find them. Some have been 
in sin so long that their suffer- 
ing is not as acute as it once was. 
They are like men frozen to the 
extent that they are numb and do 
not realize that death is near. 


Then, too, men need Christ be- 
cause without him they are: “un- 


profitable.” Jesus told of a man 


who took his talent and “went and 
digged in the earth and hid his 
lord’s money.” Then there came a 
reckoning day and the lord said, 
“Cast ye the unprofitable servant 
into outer darkness.” And John 
the Baptist said that life is like 
an orchard. The keeper of it comes 
to the trees to see which ones are 
bearing fruit and finds that some 
are ready for the axe, because 
they are valueless .He said, “Be- 
hold the axe is laid at the root 
of the trees: every tree therefore 
which bringeth not forth good fruit 
is hewn down, and cast into the 
fire’ (Lu. 3:9). 

We need to face the stern fact 
that a man cannot do one good 


deed for Christ until he is Christ’s., 


He taught as much in Matt. 7:21- 
23: 


Not every one that saith unto 
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father which 
is in heaven. 


Many will say to me in that day, 
Lord, Lord, have we not prophe- 
sied in thy name? and in thy name 
have cast out devils? and in thy 


name done many wonderful! 


works? 


And then will I profess unto 
them, .I never knew you: depart 
from meé, ye that work iniquity. 
You cannot fight in God’s army 
until you are inducted. You cannot 
sit at his feet until you have en- 
tered his presence. Every life that 
is not surrendered to Christ is un- 
profitable regardless of how many 
lodges, clubs, or uplift societies 
one engages in. Judged by God’s 
standard the life that is not hid 
with God in Christ is wood, hay 
and stubble. 


I need not try to. convince ye 
of the sinners’ need of Christ. You 
remember that once you were un- 
happy and unprofitable. It {fs not 
so hard to get a man to go after 
the lost if he has been found him- 
self. I remember hearing of a man 
in China who had a cataract re- 
moved from each eye by one of 
our missionary doctors. For the 
first time he could see and his 
heart was filled with joy. He was 
so happy as he looked at the trees, 
the birds, the flowers and the 
faces of his dear friends that he 
felt sorry for others who were 
blind. So he went out into an out- 


lying district and found forty oth-. 


ers who were blind from cataracts 
and persuaded them to hold to a 
rope, twenty .on one side and twen- 
ty on the other, and he, holding 
to the end of the rope, led them 
to the doctor. If we could properly 
see human need, we would go after 
the lost. | : 


ll. We Should Make Disciples Be- 
cause the Blood of the Lost Will 


Be On Our Hands. 
This may be a selfish way to 
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look at it but I remind you that a 
man who had no interest in him- 
self would be a freak, abnormal, 
different from any of ws. We 
should assume some responsibility 
for our own deeds. And I think we 
need to come back to the time 
when we talk in terms of the blood 
of sinners being on our hands, if 
we do not make every effort to 
win them. 


God said to Ezekiel (33:7-9). 

So thou, O son of man, I have 
set thee a watchman unto the 
house of Israel; therefore thou 
shalt hear the word at my mouth, 
and warn them from me. 


When I say unto the wicked, O 
wicked man, thou shalt surely die; 
if thou dost not speak to warn the 
wicked from his way; that wicked 
man shall die in his iniquity; but 
his blood will I require at thine 
hand. 


Nevertheless, if thou warn the 
wicked of his: way to turn from it; 
if he do not turn from his way, 
he shall die in his iniquity; butthou 
hast delivered thy soul. 


When Paul preached to the peo- ~ 
ple at Corinth, some opposed him 
and blasphemed, So he said, “Your 
blood be upon your own héads; I 
am clean: from henceforth I will 
go unto the Gentiles’ (Acts 18: 
6). And to the leaders of the 
church at Ephesus he said, ““Where- 
fore I take you to record this day, 
that I am free from the blood of 
all men. For I have not shunned. 
to declare unto you the whole 
counsel of God” (Acts 20:26, 27). 

A man died in my community 
the other day. His neighbor, a 
member of my church said to 


me, “I feel guilty about this 
man, I have not talked to 
him about his soul.” Instead of 


trying to ease his conscience by 
deceitful words I said very frank- 
ly, “I feel the same way about it, 
Bill; I might have reached him, 
too.” | 


We cannot escape our responsi- 
bility by washing our hands, as 
did old dramatic Pilate. He said, 
“I am innocent of the blood of 
this just person.” But we know 
that he was not innocent, and we 
believe that in the White Throne 
Judgment that he will be found 
guilty. Likewise, we cannot go 
through any little hand washing 
ceremony and absolve ourselves of 
our sins of neglect to preach the 
Gospel to every creature. 


I knew a woman in Nashville 
who came to a psychiatrist be- 
cause she had, along with some 
other symptoms, a conpulsion to 
wash her hands over and over. 
When asked how. many times a 
day she supposed that she washed 
her hands, she replied, “Well, I 
would guess about two hundred. I 
got to where I spent most of my 
time washing my hands.”’ She had 
probably repressed some sense of 
guilt and it had found expression 
in this abnormal way. I fear, my 
frierids, that if some of us would 
face the guilt of our failure to wit- 
ness for our Lord we too would be 
seeking to cleanse our hands. God 
help us to see our responsibility 
now and go out after the lost, that 
there may be no blood on our. 
hands at the judgment seat of 
Christ. 


lll. If We Do Not Make Disciples 
Of Men They Will Spend Eternity 


In Hell. 


Look first at what the Word of 
God says. The Psalmist wrote: 
“The wicked shall be turned into 
hell, and all the nations that for- 
get God (Ps, 9:17). From our su- 
preme authority, Jesus, we have: 


And if thy hand offend thee, «cut 
it off: it is better for thee to en- 
ter into life maimed, than having 
two hands to go into hell, into the 
fire that never.shall be quenched: 


Where their worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched. | 


And if thy foot offend thee, cut 
it off: it is better for thee to en- 
er halt ino life, than having two 
feet to be cast into hell, into the 
fire that never shall be quenched: 


Where their worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched. 


And if thine eye offend thee, 
pluck it out: it is better for thee 
to enter into the kingdom of God 
with one eye, than having two eyes 
to be cast into hell fire: | 

Where their worm dieth not, and _~ 
the fire is not quenched. (Mk. 9: A 
43-48). : eine 

And it came to pass, that 
beggar died; and was carried 

(Continued on page four) 


the 
by 


a ies e Ce fp tbe ” ee ee Qe 
i bP a A TLR EE AR EDEL AT > C : 


‘eee 


: = 
hn SAS 


h 
: 
} 
4 
“Fa 
*] 
? 
é 
; 


sy 
Bo 4 


4 ea. Eien | 
Pot, 
4 
' 
PAGE FOUR 
| - 
’ 
W 


———— 


' WHOSE BODY IS YOURS? 


(Continued from page one) 


first was my fear of becoming a 
religious fanatic; the second was 
a fear of giving Christ an inferior 
place, and thus hurting His heart. 
(I did not know that there was 
no jealousy in the Godhead). The 
third was that I should be giving 
to the Holy Spirit a position and 
place that should be occupied on- 
ly by Christ. 

These doubts and questions I 
made known ,to my Christian 
teacher. He was a wise man of 
God, and revealed to me from the 
Scriptures that only by the Spirit 
would Christ be made known to 
me, and the beauties of Christ be 
revealed to my heart. He assured 
me that if the Spirit had all His 
own way in my soul He would do 
freely what He came to do — re- 
veal the Scriptures, exalt the Sav- 
/ iour, magnify the Father, give 
power in service, and victory in 
the battle with Satan. This encour- 
aged me to study those passages 
Which told of the privilege of the 
believer in receiving the Holy 
Spirit. 


The preacher left the city before 


I had made a decision in my soul. 
Shortly thereafter that blessed 
man of God, the late Dr. James 
Gray, came to our city, and one 
evening expounded Romans 12:1. 
Leaning over the pulpit,.he said, 
“Have you noticed that this verse 
does not tell us to whom we should 
give our bodies? It is not the Lord 
Jesus Who asks for it. He has His 
own body. It is not the Father Who 
asks for it. He remains upon His 
throne, Another has come to earth 
without a body. God could have 
made a body for Him as He did 
for Jesus, but He. did not do so. 
God gives you the privilege and 
the indescribable honour of pre- 
senting your bodies to the Holy 
Spirit, to bé His dwelling place 
on earth. If you have been washed 
in the Blood of the Lamb then 
yours is a holy body, washed 
whiter than snow, and will be ac- 
cepted by the Spirit when you give 
it. Will you do so now? 


At this service Mr..Baker was 
~ sitting beside-me, and’ he was in 
deep meditation, as I was. We said 
little as we went home together, 
for he was living with me. He went 
‘at once to his room, while I went. 
to my study. There I lay upon the 


_.*arpet, prostrate in God’s presence, 


~heart-broken over a fruitless life, 
yet filled with a great hope because 
of the words I had heard from a 
teacher in whom I had all confi- 
dence. 


There, in the quiet of that late 
hour, I said to the Holy Spirit, 
“My Lord, I have mistreated You 
all my Christian life. I have treat- 
ed You like a servant. When I 
wanted You I called for You; when 


I was about to engageinsomework’ 


I beckoned You to come and help 
me perform my task. I have kept 
You in the place of a servant. I 


'. have sought.to use You only as a 


willing servant to help me in my 
self - appointed and chosen work. 
I shall do so no more, Just now 
I give You this body of mine; from 
my head to my feet, I give it to 
You. I give You my hands, my 
limbs, my eyes and lips, my brain; 
all that I am within and without, 
I hand over to You for You to live 
in it the life that You please. You 
may send this body to Africa, or 
lay it on a bed with cancer. You 
may blind the eyes, or sendmewith 
Your message to Tibet. You may 
take this body to the Eskimos, or 
Send it to a hospital with pneu- 
monia. It is your body from this 
mé@ment on. Help yourself to it. 
Thank You, my _ Lord, 
lieve You have accepted it, 
for in Romans twelve and one 
You said ‘acceptable unto God.’ 
Thank You again, my Lord, for 
oar me. We now belong to each 
other.” oo 


During the night I had seen the 
light burning in the room of my 
father-in-law, so that in the morn- 
ing when he came to breakfast I 
said, “It is too bad you were ill 
during the night, father; why did 


I be-| 


did give this body to the Holy 


Spirit, and accepted Him as the’ 


Lord of my service, At five o’clock 
I retired. You go down, Walter, 
and open the mail, and get the 
work started, for I am going to 
a luggage shop to buy a travelling 
bag. Since I have given my body 
to the Spirit, and He has accepted 
it, I know He will have work for 
me to do, and I want to be ready 
to go.” 


At the luggage shop Mr. Baker 
was waited on by a young lady. As 
he told her of his. need, she said, 
“Are you the Mr. Baker of the 
awning shop?” “Yes,” he replied. 
Immediately her face flushed, she 
was choked with emotion, and told 
how, just a few weeks before, her 
mother had died, and on her death- 
bed had requested the daughter 
to find Mr. Baker and ask him to 
lead her to the Lord Jesus, as she 
herself had been led by this same 
friend some years before. Thus, be- 
fore he arrived at the office, the 
Holy Spirit had proved His ac- 
ceptance of that servant by giv- 


ing him this soul the first thing 


in the morning. 


As I left home that morning I 
said to my wife, “Lover, this is 
to. be a wonderful day with me, for 
I gave my body to the Holy Spirit 
last evening. I have quit asking 
Him to help me do things, and 
shall today see Him as Lord of my 
life, doing things through me. I 
will call you up and let you know 
what happens.” About ten o’clock 
two young ladies entered my of- 
fice, selling advertising. They had 
often called for that purpose be- 
fort, and I had given them some 
large contracts. Never had I spok- 
en to them about the Lord Jesus. 
My lips had been my own, and I 
used them for business purposes. 
Now, however, these lips had been 
given away, and the Holy Spirit 
made use of them at once, “Are 
you girls bad enough to be lost?” 
I said. The older one answered im- 
mediately that she was, and had 
been sitting up the previous night 
until two in the morning, reading 
her Bible and seeking the Lord. It 
was only a short way to Calvary 
for this girl. She soon met the 
Saviour and found péace in her 


‘soul. The younger sister was not 


so easily led. She said, “You must 
think I am a very bad girl,” upon 
which I handed her my Bible, open 
at Romans three, and requested 


her to read the chapter, verses 


nine to nineteen, and see what God 
said about her. She denied that 
this passage referred to her at all, 
and would not accept it. I handed 
her my scissors, and requested that 
she cut it out of the Book in or- 
der that I might not have an un- 
true statement in my- Bible. This 
she refused to do, saying that her 
mother had taught her that all 
the Bible was true. This part, she 
said, referred to some one else, 
but not to her. From this passage 
TI turned her to Mark, chapter sev- 
en, and had her read verses twen- 
ty. to twenty-three. In this por- 
tion she admitted that the last two 
items did refer to her, but certain- 
ly the other items were not true 
in her life. We next turned to 
Matthew thirteen, and read the 
story of the wheat and the tares. 
As we read the explanation, verses 
thirty-seven to forty-three, the 
tears fell from her eyes as she 
a@knowledged that she was like 
the tares. She was quite like a 
Christian, but knew in her heart 
that she did not have*the life of 
Christ. Having thus admitted that 
she was a hypocrit, and lost, she 
too, like her sister, trusted in 


Christ Jesus. 


The gracious Spirit of God, hav- 


ing obtained the mastery and con- 
trol of these lips, and eyes and 
brain, began at once to use them. 
These two precious souls were the 
first-fruits of this “life more 
abundant.” After the two sisters 
has gone I called up on the tele- 
phone to tell my companion of the 
great honour given me, and the 
blessed. assurance granted that the 
Holy Spirit had accepted my body 
for His own purposes. 

Since that eventful time He has 
proved in a multitude of ways His 


‘authority, and His power. His wis- 


dom and His knowledge in bring- 
such miracles, 


ing about y 
i SA Himself to be indeed the 
Leader of the life, the Lord of the 


harvest. I entreat each of you to; 


go directly to the Holy Spirit Him- 


I} self, give Him your body, and then 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


WHY SEEK THE LOST? | 


(Continued from page three) 


the angels into Abraham’s bosom: 
the rich man also died, and was 
buried; 

And in hell he lifted up his eyes, 
being in torment, and seeth Abra- 
ham afar off, and Lazarus in his 
bosom, : 


And he cried and said, Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and 
send Lazarus, that he may dip the 
tip of his finger in water, and cool 
my tongue; for I am tormented in 
this flame (Lu. 16:22-24). .. 

Then shall he say also unto them 
on the left hand, Depart from me, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his an- 
gels (Matt. 25:41). 


This doctrine of everlasting pun- 
ishment is not very popular these 
days. The Devil tries to get the 
church away from this teaching 
so that we may feel complacent 
about our responsibility and sin- 
ners will not tremble. But if you 
believe the Bible, and if you do 
not believe every word of it, there 
is no place for you as a Sunday 
School worker or teacher, —if you 
believe it, you must admit that ev- 
ery man and woman, who does not 
repent of his sins and believe on 
Christ will spend eternity in Hell. 
We ought to be consistent. If we 
do not believe this, why do we pro- 
fess to? And if we do believe it, 
we cannot do other than feel a 
great concern for those about us 
who are lost. You will notice that 
when a church ceases to- believe 
in eternal punishment, the mem- 
bers cease to be concerned over 
the lost, 2 


An Episcopal rector, a few years 
ago, proceeded to give me some 
advice. He was near the end of his 
ministry and his church had grown 
so cold that they could not have 
a Sunday evening service and the 
Sunday School only ran when the 
weather was cool.. You may think 
what you please about this, but 
when a church has so little reli- 
gion that they quit serving Christ 
when the weather gets hot, I wish 
they would take down their shingle 
and cease professing to be Chris- 
tian, for that kind of religion is 
a disgrace to the Lord Jesus. But 


this old minister said to me, “If. 


I had my ministry to go over, I 
would preach more about salva- 
tion, *now to be saved, for if what 
we teach is so, the man or woman 
who misses eternal life will have 
little use for any of my sermons 
on Christian nurture.” 


Oh, my friends, if we love ‘the 
lost, we will try to rescue them 
from hell. The psychologists have 
a word that helps us to illustrate 
love. That word is “identification.” 
When a man is “identified” with 
someone,else, he feels their injury, 
or their welfare in all instances. 
They sometimes illustrate it with 
a dog. You know that if a man 
strikes another and the other 
man’s dog is standing by ,the dog 
will bite the man who does the 
striking. Why? Because somehow 
the dog is identified with the mas- 
ter; he loves him. We love the lost, 
we are identified with them. We 
want to do everything we can to 
save them from harm: 


I read a story recently published 


| in tract form by the Pilgrim Tract 


Society. Cnce there lived a very 
vile blacksmith in a little village. 


He was a most wretchedly wicked. 


man, hating everything that was 
good and loving everything bad. He 
had read all of the blasphemous 
and atheistic literture he could get 
his hands on and availed himself 
of every opportunity to irritate 
those who believed in God, not 
even sparing his godly wife. The 
church had given him up and no 
more prayers were offered for him. 

A few miles back in the country 
from the blacksmith’s town there 
lived an old couple, father and 
mother Brown. They were close 


| to ninety years of age. Theirs had 


been lives of conscious acceptance 
with God and of patient waiting 
without sorrow and without fear 
for the promised home-coming. 


Very early one morning the old 
man awoke, terribly agitated, and 
began to call his wife. “Get up, 
wife! Get up!” 

“Why, old man,” she said, “What 
is the matter?” 


look to Him constantly to do what 
He wants with that body for the 


glory and the honour of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
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He answered: ‘I can’t tell you 


now what’s the matter; for I must 
start a fire in-the kitchen. I want 
you to get breakfast ready as soon 
as you can; for I’ve got to go to 
town this morning.” 


“You go to town this morning!” 


she exclaimed. “Why, you are out 
of your head. You can’t go to town. 
You haven’t any way of going, and 
I know you can’t walk.” 


“Don’t tell me what I can’t do.” 


the old man persisted. “I tell you, 


I’ve got to go to town. I had a 
dream last night, and — well, I'll 
go and make the fire, then tell you 
about it.” 


His wife followed him, the 
breakfast was prepared, and when 
the meal was over the old man 
started for town. It was a long 
and weary way for an old man to 
walk, but séme strange strength 
was supplied him and without 
stopping to rest he kept on. The 
village was reached. Through the 
main street he trudged, then into 
the narrow cross street and made 
to the shop of “Devil John,” the 
blacksmith. 


“Father Brown!” he exclaimed, 
in great amazement, “what are you 
doing here, and so early in the 
morning?” : 

The old man answered: “That’s 
just what I’ve come to tell you. 
Let’s go inside ,where I can sit 
down; for I am ‘tired.” 


Together they went into the 


‘shop, and when seated the old man 


said: 

“John, I had a dream last night; 
and I’ve come to tell you about it. 
I dreamed that the hour I have 
thought about so much and tried 
to keep ready for so long was 
come. It was my time to die. And 
it was just like I thought it was 
going to be; for it was just as 
the. Lord promised it should be. 
I wasn’t the least bit afraid. How 
could I be? My room was full of 
angels, and they all spoke to me, 
and I loved them, and knew they 
loved me. Then some of them 
stooped and slipped their arms un- 
der me and away we went. Beyond 
the hills and beyond the clouds we 
mounted through the starry skies. 
Oh, how they sang! I never heard 
anything like it in my life. On we 
swept, and on, till one of them 
said: “Look yonder, now, there’s 
heaven!” 


“Oh, John, I can’t tell you how 
I felt when I was in sight of heav- 
en; nor can I tell you what I saw 
when I looked. I don’t believe any 
one could tell it. It was so peace- 
ful, so beautiful, so glorious! As 
we drew nearer, I saw the gates 
swinging open, and with even fas- 
ter wing than we had come we 


swept through them into the city. 


Such a welcome! Welcome from 
everybody; all so glad; every hill 
seemed robed in gladness; it was 
in the fragrance of the flowers, 
in the music of every harp, in song 
of..every tongue, in the grasp of 
every hand; gladness everywhere, 
because I had come. Why, they 
made over me like I was some- 
body, when I was only a poor sin- 


ner saved by Jesus’ blood. I found} 


all my children there—not one 
of them, lost—-my- boy that you 
used to be with and play with so 
much when you went to school to- 
gether, was there, and your old 
mother, who was in my classes 
when’ I went to school. And after 
a time—TI don’t know how long 
it was—I saw the same angels 
who broght me, bring another; and 
it was my dear sweet wife. I loved 
her more than ever when they 
brought her to me there. She was 
fairer than the day we married. 
We sat under the trees of life to- 
gether, and walked by the river 


‘that flows from the throne of God. 


So happy! And I saw angels bring- 

ing in others — others that I love 

and you love, And so the years of 
rolled. 


“Then, John, all at once it came 
to me that I hadn’t seen you any- 
where. I set out to look for you. 
I went into every street, asked ev- 
erybody but could get no trace of 
you. I was distressed more than 
you can know; and went to the 
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fell at His feet. I bathed them with 
my tears. I laid my cheeks upon 
them and cried: ‘Blessed Lord! 
just let me out of here half an 
hour, and I'll go and ask him to 
come. I’ll give him an invitation.’ 
And right then and there I woke 
up. It was beginning to get light . 
in the east, and I was so glad that 
|I was alive; so I could come and 
ask you to go to heaven; and now 
here I am and I have told you my 
dream, and want you to go. 


With other words the old man 
urged the royal invitation, but the 
blacksmith stood as one petrified. 
He could not speak nor move. Fa- 
ther Brown got up and _ said, 
Good-bye,‘ John; remember you've 
got the invitation; remember you 
are asked to come” took his staff 
and started home. 


The blacksmith seemed to come 
to himself, and, as one recovering 
from a magician’s charm, he set 
out to pursue the labors of the — 
day. But everything. went wrong 
—the bellows would not work 
right, the: hammers would not 
strike right, the nails would not 
go in right, the horses would not 
stand right. “O God, be merciful 
to me a sinner!” he began to sob 
at last, and leaving the shop, he 
went home. He told his wife of F'a- 
ther Brown's visit. “Blessed be 
God!” she said. ““‘We will send the 
horse and buggy and have him 
come back.” “Yes,” he added, “for 
I mean to accept the invitation, 
and I want, him to pray to God to 
keep me true and steadfast to the 
end,” 

Oh my Christian friends, these 
lost people around us dre dropping 
into Hell every day. They are not 
only ‘going down the valley one by 
one,” but they are suddenly waking 
up in an endless Hell. What will 
you do about it? Will you go out 
in highway and byway to seek 
them and give them the truth 
about themselves and Christ? The 
Devil is trying to get you to put 
other things first and to make you 
believe that your witnessing will 
do no good. But the voice of Je- 
sus still says, “As the Father has 
sent me, even so send I you.” God 
help you to go. 


I Will Answer God’s Call 


To hear the truth and not to 
heed it is a very dangerous thing. 
If any Christian who reads this 
sermon, believes it, and will under- 
take as a result of these truths 
from God’s Word to do more in 
seeking the lost, let him sign the . 
following statement and send it 
to the editor. | 


Edior John R. Rice 
The Sword of The Lord 
145 North Hale St. . 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 


I have read the sermon by Breth- 
er Hudson on Why Seek the Lost? 
and I am convinced more than 
ever of my own duty in giving 
my testimony. Often other things 
have come first in~ my Christian 
activity, but I promise God now 
that I, like: Father Brown, will at 
least give the invitation to every . 
lost man I can reach. The least 
I ean do is to invite them to go to 
Heaven with me and I will do that. 


1943 


Signed 
Qo 


Address 


To the Lost 


If you are not yet saved but 
have been warned by this search- 
ing message, please accept Him 
this“migute as your Saviour. 
will take your sins on his ae 
you will take His Son by faith. 
“Believe on, the Lord Jesus Christ” 
now and sign the following deci- 
sion. 2 tna ood 
Editor John R, Rice 
The Sword of The Lord 
145 North Hale St. 

Wheaton, Illinois 
Dear Brother Rice: | Be 

What Brother Hudson says is ~~ 
true of me. I have been unhappy 
and unprofitable and headed for - 
Hell. I see my condition before God 
and now I accept His Son by © 
faith. I am this minute sopanse a 
on Him as my personal viour 
and I expect to meet you in Heavy» ~— 
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